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The HISTORY of Sir SiprornyEr, and his Man War accu. 


Have lately received repeated Intelligence, from a certain 
Country tamous for Dumplins and dull Heads, that an 
Itincrant Quack has lately ſtrow led about the Country, 
amuſing the 9 with a Thouſind idle Stories ot what 
great Things he has per formed in his Travels ; by the by, 


te Smoak of his own Chimney ; but that is Nothing; 
all Quacks muit flourith a little in their Speeches — he hus made a moſt 
triumphant Progreſs from Town to Town in a very odd Equipage, being 
dung round with Ribbons of various Colours, like a Morri- Dancer. There 
tings a Medal at the End of each of thele Ribbons, vhich he pretends 
to he Pretents from Foreign Potentates, for the great Cures he lus pertormed. 

Your Quacks generally have but one Medicine, which Medicine is to 


cure all the Diltates in the Weekly Bills; it is juſt 1H with the Quack, of 


hom we are ſpeaking z he has been heard to ſay in his Specch to the 
reople, and with a grave Face too — I there be ary amongſt yu, who is ap- 
preben/ve of being Poor, let bun take theſe Pills. i = 
People never open their Pockets 15 freely as with a View of increating 
their Wealth, and our Quack from Time to Time his drawn great Sums ol 
Moncy from the People, by thele impudent Pretences; but hen they 
tound themitlves bit, they grumbled a little, as was natural, at the Doctor. 
— Upon thele Occaſions the Doctor has 1umerimes given himiclt molt in- 
ſalent Airs, and treated the very Perſons he had abuted, is Rogucs ai a- 
wabonds, and Cheats, and Sturdy-Beggars. : : 
But nothing has been more diverting to me, than the odd and ft ortullick 
Catalogue of his Cures, which he carries along with him to w!perto amongit 
the Mult'tude, and which one of his Zanis, or whom we flall tive Occation 
to {peak hereaiter, often cxpatĩated upon, with a great de lot avturd Oratory, 


| remember among the reſt, that he pretends to have cured the K—u of 


F ——e of  Lootnels in h's Pocket, and that this Prince has made 15 per- 
taten Recovery, that he now faves his Money, and is obſerved to grow ex- 
conling rich. iis next Cure was upon his Im—l M—y, whom he pre- 
rends th have cured or all Attateluments to his Neighbours, or Dependance up- 
en his Als, f that he now purſues his own Intereſt, as if they were not 
tu be relied upon — "The next in the Liſt is, tluu he once cured a whole Na- 
tion of their Trade, with ll the Symptoms ot Repletian, which are g eneral— 
ly the Conle;ucnces of it; ſo that you could fee Thouſands fit with their 
Arms acrols, without being embarratied with any Buſmets. But the moſt 
ruliculous of all was, that he thewed tome ſcurvy Drawings, which he ſaid 
were the Pictures of ſeceral Prelates and Paſtors of the Church, (ot what 
Church I cannot hay, but I ſuppoſè of the Church of Rome) thele he pretend- 
ed had been all h's Patients, and he withed himielt at the Devil it he had 
not cured them ll of the Chriſtian Religion. 

This Quack has lately taken upon himſelf the Name of Sir Sidrophe! the 
Fu ruciar, and he was attended by a Zant, whom he called his Man II e- 
4, tho it was ſuſpetted by tome, that they were both ot a Family, and as 
to Harlors, when they ſet up in Partnertlip are Maid and Miſtrels by Turns, 
10 Sir Stau het and Whaccron were Maiter and Man, by Turns, and it is not 
doubted but they were equal Sharers in the Profits of every Cheat. As 
to Sir Sdrabel, many who had ſeen and obſerved him upon this Peregrina- 
tion, were of Opinion, that he was the tame Perton, who under the Name 
of Ferdinando Ferdinand: * for many Years followed the Trade of exhibi- 
ting Monitcrs tor Money, and now thought it adv iſeuble to change his Name. 

As to the Fortune and Accompliſhments, of his Man Whaccum, it we pro- 


cced in Order, we muſt begin by giving an Account of his Education, of 


which I have received no more than this thort Account, that he was one 
of thoſe that breed up themſelves ;, but when he arrived at the Age of Man- 
hood, it is ſaid that his whole Eſtate, Real and Perſonal, might amount to 
about two Shirts and a Rag, and as all Creatures are endued with a Kind 
of Inſtinct towards Selt-Preſervation, M haccum caſt about how he thould 
live in the World. To this Purpoſe he got himſelt introduced to a great 
Lady, who was very rich, and famous for her Benevolence and Good-na- 
ture, to beg ſome Employment from her; this great Lady asked poor }bac- 
cum a moſt unlucky Queſtion, for the deſired to know of him what he was 
fir for : Whaccwn has owned a Thouſand Times ſince, that he never was ſo 


No, ($46 * See FOG's JOURNals. 


K R 
1. NA 


LAM AKIDGE 


vou muſt obterve the Fellow ſcarce ever travelled out of 


uzzled in all his Life, he ſcratched his empty Head, and att to 
ook wile , but cou'd return no Anſwer — Yox faucibus hæſit — The good 
Lady obſerving the Perplexity into which the had thrown him, ſent him 
away, telling him, the wou'd give him a Month to anſwer that Enigma; at 
the Months End IWhacaon returns with all the Marks of Succets in his 
Counrenance, and having preſented himlelt betore the Lady, laid to her, 
Madam, you deſired to know what I was fit for, then your Ladyſhip muſt 
underftand that I am fit for — here he ſcratched his Head, and repeated the 
ſame Thing fifty Times, without being able to get any farther, at length 
he made an End thus, that is to fay, I am fit for every Thing; but, ſays the 
Lady, this is no Anſwer, 1 defire to know what you underſtand. Oh! an- 
wers Whaccum, there is nothing eaſier than to antiver that, then your La- 
dy ſliip muſt know, that I underſtand — here he pauted, and having ſcratch- 
ed his Head again in vain, he ſaid — I had found it out once; but now 1 
think on't, I have forgot it — thus Ii haccum thought to get off by attemp- 
ting a Joke. | 
The Liv's Steward, who was preſent, and had been all this while ob- 
crying the Figure and Getture of IWhaccum, ſays to the Lady, I think if 
vour Ladythip approves it, I have found out an Employment that he is fit 
tor, one ot your Ladyſhip s Gardens is infeſted with Crows and Jack-daws, 
he would make an excellent Scarecrow — a Scarecrow! replies Wrraccrm, 
no | thank you for that, I hat much rather be a1 Ambati dor; this made 
the Lady lingh; however the tid the would take the Advice of her Do- 
meſt cks, and be determined by that, accordingly they were ll called up, 
and the Quettion beng put whether the Perton betore them was ſiteſt tor 
a Scarecrow or in Ambuiuidor, it patied Nenn c& ntradicerte tor the Scure- 
upon which Whacum returned in Dudgcon, having re utea the only 
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Employment for which he was duly qualified. 


\Whether he cer arrived ar what his odd Ambition uimed zt 1 not ma- 
terial, at leut I have not lime to trace him now, becaiile lam oliyed to 
return to d'r Sadr bel. 

Sir Sidel was one of thoſe who have not Invention to ſtrike out anv 
Thing new eren in Roguery —all his Artmees were ſucli as nud been practit- 
ed over and over by other Quacks; but then he wanted their Contuct ta 
carry him thro'; tor as I take it, the chiet Addrets of a Quici conlitt> in 
being able to conceal his Ignorance trom the World, but here Sir See 
filed z tor by a wrong Turn in his Head he was ever expoting himlelf thus 
Way; had he been content with perſuading People in tull Leilth thut they 
were Sick, and to have given them a little Powder of Poſt, which would 
have done neither Good nor Hurt, or had he been ſutisſied with ſetting 
Bones that never were broke, he might have patiſed long undiicovered; but 
ſuch an Bey Preſumpt ian governed him, thac he would break honcs, and 
then thew he had not the Skill ro ter them again; as it a Munſter ot State 
tinding Affairs well eikabliſhied by good and found Treaties, thould break 
thole Treatics, embarrals his Cuuntry, only to expolt lus own Want of 
Capacity, to bring Things right again; bur thele prepoſterous Spirits are 
often iten in the World. & 

lt was by fach a Conduct that Sir &#r pc! came ty be blown — the 
more he was known, the more he was delpited, ond his Practice was uni- 
verfally cried down — when he found the Spirit thus riſing again him, 
he told the People he perceived they were all d'm-ſiglited, and Whaccum 
made a long Harangue to prove it, telling them, thar the Poctor, to ſhew- 
his Good-nature, was willing to cure them of this new Diſtemper for no- 
thing, and that by a Method altogether new ; but ſome of them being inqui- 
ſitive into rhis new Mcthod, tound it was to be done by putting out their Eyes. 

All theſe Things pur together obliged Sir Slropixl to go a Journey, and 
viſita Province where he thought he had tome Friends — his Pockets were 
full ot Moncy, and he was refolved to have Fame, tho' he paid for it — In 
this Progreſꝭ Ii haccum was of great Ulc not only in diverting the Mob with 
Grimace, but he ꝓromiſed a Thouſand of them to make them great Men, 
it they would only ſay Sir Sidrophel was a good Doctor; to others Money 
was ſcattered for the tame Purpole. — As amongſt the Multitude there 
muſt be tome Knaves, ſome Fools, the Fools were won by Promites, and the 
Knaves prevailed upon for the Ready, to hollow for the Doctor; bur Sir S- 
drophel went a Step further to 3 a rotten Reputation; tor as Alexander 
the Great of old intending to viſit the Oracle of Delphos, tent a large Bribe 
privately to the Prieſts to ſalute him the Son of Jupiter 4 mon ; 10 Sir S- 


pre, and diſcovered not only ail 


_ having a Deſire to ſhew himſelf in all his Glory in a Country Town; 
did upon certain Conſiderations engage ſome Perſons there to acknowledge 
him a Dottor. 
It was agreed between them that he was to enter the Town in a triumphane 
Manner, attended by all his Hirelings. — Il haccum led the Van, with a Yard 
of dirty Shirt hanging 235 e., and as much behind, ſcratching his Head 
with one Hand, and pulling up his Breeches with the other, next came Sir 
Sudrophet lumielt, a goodly Countenance, bronzed over — but I will not at- 
tempr to deſcribe the Cavalcade, I ſhall leave it to the Poets — Poor Ned 
Ward is dead, otherwiſe it would have been a Subject worthy off his Mutt. 
| will only oblerre that they proceeded either to a Tavern, a College, or 
a Hall, where their Friends who had been retained for this Purpole wWafted 
to receive them. Sir Sidrophel was no ſooner entered, but one of the Com- 
pany, who was promiſed ar leaſt to be made a Parith Beadle for this Serv ice, 
advances towards him, and in an Harangue full of M ind and Bombaſt talutes 
him, and at the fame Time in the Name of his Brethren preſents him with 
the Diploma of Doctor, either in a Gold, a Silver, or a Brat% Box, 1 don't 
care which z Sir Sdrbel anſwered this Harangue with wwwther together in 
Pra ſe of h mſelf, except a little Digreſſion in Favour of [bacon [ara 
next makes a Speech in Praite of himſelf and Sir Sedrovel;, Sir Strobe! he 
extolled as the greateſt Doctor, and himſelſ as rhe moſt tinithed Za in the 
\Vorl.i; but he concluded his Speech by tciling the Company, that they 
looked a little theepith and out of Countenance, as it they were aſhuned of” 
wat they were dong; but my Friend, adds ke, tuke Courage, be like Sir 
Sal rathel and me, tor you tee we are athigncd of No.hing. 
he Exening concluded with a magmticent Foalt, for Sir £.-% red 
no Coſt, and indeed he need not, tor he wit only rreating the Fools with 
their own Money: The Glatls wenr about freely; and the old Ng um Was 
made good, that when the Wine s in, the Mit s aut tor Sir Se bee 
iug calle i upon tor u_Toatt, drank Succets to [owns in all Trades and Pro- 
tetions whatloever ;, i Haccι%, Volt was, tha: the World might be ga- 
verned by Quacks and Jarics; the more they dranr, the more fooliſh they 
thor lormer 1 ricks, but thote they in- 
tended to commit. | f 
Nest Day they depirte. i in the Cre State, & r e 7 appearing as full 
of Glury as N when he was mate a Goren, and 5.1m u5 proud as 
Nixe his AS dreſled up in new Trappints to wccampiny hs Mutter to h's 
Government, every Body laught ut rhe luce; tor there was not a Wo- 
man or a Ch Id in the Town but knew that Sir Str e, priad for his Diploma. 
Now I have ſiniflied my Scory, it is likely all the World will look upon 
it ug a mere Fable; — 1 own it is Fable, and it is likely 1 thall be asxed 
where is the Moral. 

All can tay to this is, That every Man who ulects popular Applaute 
by a Conduct tluit is neither wite nor honeit, is c Rin or air $:frople ly, ard 
like him mult lie Recourlte ro Tricks to purch:'o egen rhe Appearance of 
it, and every Man 3110 abets and fupports fuck 4 on, Rind ofa Houta, 
* It we mould carry our Keflertion; a little farther, I will thppote thit a 
Man in a great Station, who has an intinite Number ot Things at his Dt 
potal, and who. has railed a great Eſtate trom little or nothing, may crex.e 
a Number ot Dependants in the Country where he was born, by drawing 
many trom all Ways of Induſtry to hang intrely upon him, and it would 
be no Surprize that he ſhould be cried up by theie; bur it I fhoubt joe 
this very Perton oppoled, even in his own Country, by thotè who we: e 
reputed the Men ot the greateſt \Worth and Honour in it, 1 thoul! thin 
him a Wretch indeed. As tor my Part, were I the greateſt Man in :“ 
Kingdom, I ihuuld be aſhamed to boaſt of a little Popularity ins 
try Town, at the fame Time that I was hanged in Ettigie in every n= 
Part of the Ringdom; and it has often been fund by Experience, 4. 
pularity is ke tome Plants, that never ſpread it they ge three. 

It there be a Perton in the M orl\l in ſueli a Situation us is lere 
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Shew and Applault ; but Connell obterving what the Hollowers cn 
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Crowd, and ten Times the Sheut'ng, ii vou dl wore bath in 
going to be hang d. 


